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Market Update 

48 

102% 11 

$348K 

$283 

Winter 2018 

I 

just love to help. For example, are you 

having one of these issues?  

Try page 2.  

Complete a crossword on p2. 

Look at page 3.  

Oh you need p.4 in your life! 

My name is Dan DeCapua and I am 

proud to be your local neighborhood 

Realtor. You may have seen me, my 

wife Jen, and our two boys running after 

our dog, Karma. We are proud to call 

this neighborhood our home. We are 

enthusiastic supporters of local charities, 

businesses, and schools– and I serve as 

the president of Haisley Elementary 

PTO. If you ever need anything as a 

friend or neighbor please do not hesitate 

to reach out.  
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Homes built in the 1950s have so much to offer. The 

craftmanship in each one brings a uniqueness that 

sets them apart from many modern builds. 

Unfortunately, the “character” of these older homes 

can cause problems when winter weather strikes. Not 

to fear though! Some simple steps & DIY fixes can 

keep your home warm & safe this winter.  

Depending on 

when your house was constructed, its 

windows might only be single pane. 

While they may keep the rain & snow 

out, that single piece of glass doesn't 

do much to stop cold winds. 

Installing Energy Star rated replacement or storm 

windows is the best answer to this problem, but if 

neither option is in your budget right now, window 

insulation kits can get you through this winter. The 

kits can be found at almost any home improvement 

store. Installation is very DIY-friendly & can often be 

done with some scissors and a hairdryer!  

It seems like everyone wants to 

get out of the bitter cold! Mice can be 

discouraged from your household by 

simply adding the scent of peppermint in corners 

where they congregate. Yes, that’s right, peppermint. 

Peppermint is a menthol that is very potent & can 

irritate their nasal cavities. You can try your luck at 

growing peppermint plants around your house, or 

using peppermint essential oils.  

You’ve already had the chimney 

swept out & you’re sure the damper 

is open—so what’s going on? In the winter, the air 

inside the flue is cold & heavy, blocking the smoke 

from venting. Every time you build a fire, prime the 

chimney by rolling up a newspaper & lighting it, then 

holding the lit end close to the open damper inside 

the firebox to warm up the air in the flue. This has the 

effect of coaxing the warm air to go in the right 

direction — outside, not into the house.  

2 Ken Burns and Bob Seger both lived  

  on this street– also a westside park 

4 USA Today’s Top 10 new breweries  

  of 2017 on A2’s westside  

6 Haisley Elementary Mascot 

1 Ice Arena Fun 

3 Another name of 

locals in A2 

5 Neighborhood 

Center  

Think you’ve got the local knowhow to complete this puzzle? Send a picture of your 

completed crossword to Dan@SpotlightHouses.com and receive a free calendar.  

http://www.energystar.gov/products/certified-products/detail/residential-windows-doors-and-skylights
http://www.acehardware.com/product/index.jsp?productId=1287694
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You can’t get more Ann Arbor 
than Zingerman's Deli. Try 
their pimento cheese recipe on 
crackers and topped with a bit 
of crisp bacon for a great 
appetizer to share with friends 
and family!  

• 1/2 pound sharp cheddar, 
coarsely grated  

• 1 cup mayonnaise  

• 2 ounces roasted red 
peppers, diced  

• 3/4 teaspoon juice from 
the roasted peppers (if 
you’re using jarred roasted 
peppers) 

• 1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper 
and salt & pepper to taste 

Fold all the 
ingredients 
together in a 
mixing 
bowl. Mix 
well. Eat. 

Serves… well, it’s kind of 
hard to say. A real addict 
could probably consume this 
entire recipe in a single setting. 
Being more conservative, let’s 
say it’s enough to serve eight 
as an appetizer. You’ll 
probably have to test it on your 
family and friends to see how 
much they can eat! 

Recipe from 
www.zingermansroadhouse.co
m/2010/01/zingermans-
pimento-cheese-recipe/ 

The snow is falling & everyone is feeling merry & 

bright. For those adventurous enough to brave the cold, 

the area has many fun activities to enjoy!  

 

A Family 

Tradition at Gordon Hall. This year 

featuring a magical display of Milt 

Campbell’s huge collection of 

Department 56 villages. This 

collection was traditionally seen in the 

windows of Huron Camera in downtown Dexter 

throughout the holiday season. Santa is on hand to talk 

with kids, who also can make their own gingerbread 

house to take home.  

 

Guided tours of this restored 
19th-century Greek Revival home, 
which is decked out with a 
traditional tree and decorations and 
exhibits reflecting a typical early-
20th-century German American 
celebration of Christmas. Christmas 
cookies. Also, on Dec. 9 only, caroling (4-5 p.m.) 
around Kempf House's 1877 Steinway grand piano.  

 The holidays always evoke a 

sense of family, friendship, 

community, and generosity. Please 

join our family this season and 

support the legacies of African-

American composers and the dreams of 

the singers who perform them at our Heritage Holiday 

Concert. The concert will be held in the Kerrytown 

Concert House.  

 

 Each January for more than 33 years, folk 

music fans have warmed their spirits at this lively 

gathering. Acoustic performers, jazz, folk, bluegrass, & 

singer/songwriters take the stage at the Ark.  

 

"Brisk Winter Walk." A 

guided tour through the winter 

woods to see some animals that 

come out to forage during the 

relatively warm time of day. 

 

Did you know that I can help with  much 
more than real estate - always free of charge?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

734-730-7061 
Dan@SpotlightHouses.com 



 

 4 

We had the honor of 

sitting down with 

Bonnie Billups, Jr. 

Executive of the Peace 

Neighborhood Center. 

Peace, as they refer to 
themselves, offers a 
wide variety of youth & 
adult services.  

Adult services are geared to help adults gain knowledge & 
skills that will improve their confidence & ability to 
manage the day-to-day struggles of family life. 

We were especially interested to know how we, at 
Spotlight Houses, could partner with this wonderful 
charity when it comes to housing needs. 

The soaring home prices in Ann Arbor & surrounding 
areas have taken a toll on many low-income families in the 
area.  Peace offers foreclosure prevention, bill payment 
assistance & a transitional housing program that has 
recently helped a family of 5 that was living in local 
hotels. But the needs continue to grow as rent increases, 
wages stay flat & property values go up. 

Billups opened our eyes to hardships local families face 
when housing prices continue to climb, including a 2-3 
year waiting lists for established low-income housing, 
families forced to move from Ann Arbor & take their 
children out of local schools, longer commutes to work 
from cities with affordable housing, local complexes that 
are reducing their low-income housing units as they pay 
back Federal grants that required them & the high costs of 
utilities-especially water. 

Many people have never considered home ownership an 
option & do not set themselves up financially to achieve 
this. They struggle with medical collections, establishing 
credit & even opening-up checking accounts. These are all 
things that Peace also assists with. 

At Spotlight Houses we believe in homeownership & the 
confidence, stability, & financial independence it brings. 
We are trying to do our part in educating the community 
on grants & down payment assistance available for those 
that dream of one day owning their own home. We are 
excited to support Peace & other local charities through 
our sponsorships & educational courses provided 
throughout the year. 

If you or your family would like to know more about 

available programs, please do not hesitate to call or email.  

 

When the battery on my car 
died this past winter I 
pulled out the jumper cables 
& stared at the directions on 
the tag. I read them, then I 
read them again & again. 
As a teenager I jumped my 
car to get it started almost 
daily but it had been over 
20 years & my patience for 
directions especially while 
standing in 4 inches of 
snow wasn’t happening. 
Then it dawned on me I’m 
going to do what all the 
kids do– Youtube it! It 
worked, & no one died. 

Then I had a leaky pipe & 
instead of the trusty old 
home depot manual I 
watched a YouTube video 
& fixed it. Then I wanted to 
make the best steak, 
YouTube video. Install a 
Nest. YouTube. Change a 
lock. YouTube.  

How far will this go I found 
myself thinking? Will 
surgeons be replaced? Why 
go through all those 
expenses when you can 
open yourself up for free?         

The simple jobs that used to 
require a professional or 
some classes are now being 
replaced by simplified 
videos online but where do 
you draw the line on what 
may seem very simple but 
is truly quite complex. 

You can place an offer 
online, do virtual tours, 
negotiate directly with the 
owners all with a cosmic 
mortgage. Never have to 
talk to a Realtor & you can 
do it all yourself by 
watching videos right? We 
make it look too easy. 

We are no longer selling 
properties, we are selling 
our expertise.  Buyers & 

sellers have access to much 
more property data than 
they ever have before.  

This past week I took a 
young couple to look at 
condos. I know they had 
been through at least twenty 
open houses searching “on 
their own.” They had all the 
sales data, knew the dollars 
per square foot & taxes 
probably better than I did. 

A friend of theirs convinced 
them to look at a property 
with me. They toured the 
condo & hammered me 
with questions they already 
knew the answers to– a test! 
At the end of our half hour 
tour they said we want to 
write an offer.  

“No, you don’t.” I said. 

 “This is what we want. We 
know the market, & this is a 
great deal,” they shot back. 

I walked downstairs & 
pressed the garage door 
opener. Like a magnitude 7 
earthquake the entire condo 
above the garage shook.  

“That’s why you don’t want 
to buy this one,” I explained 
to them. The entire condo 
sat above a row of 4 
garages not only making it 
extremely noisy but quite 
energy inefficient. 

Real estate professionals 
are constantly studying & 
learning within the industry. 
Rejoice in knowing that 
your local Realtor is your 
best weapon. 

Peace Neighborhood Center 


